LarrakiaInpex

T In 1989 Richard Barnes said he became involved in the Kenbi Land Claim in about 1981-2. The transcript cites his explanation: Avery (1997:135-136)

Mr Parsons: And I guess in matters on behalf of Larrakia. When did you become involved and why?

Richard Barnes: I got involved about eight years ago. The reason I got involved is I got into conversation with my Uncle Delfin, and I had not heard a lot about the land claim at the time and he told me something about it because he had been involved with it earlier, a number of years earlier. And he explained what he had done about it and asked if I would be interested in helping, and once I knew what it was about I agreed to help.

Mr Parsons: Prior to then, had you been involved with any Larrakia issues that - or anything to do with Larrakia land?

Further background to the involvement of Richard Barnes is given by Avery (1997) on page 137:

Richard Barnes: No. I have not been involved with any – anything to do with Larrakia business as such. I - - - 

Richard Barnes could not recall whether this conversation with Delphin Cubillo [sic] about the land claim occurred before or after he first saw the 1979 Claim Book, which Richard Barnes saw ‘probably when it first came out or maybe a year after or something like that’ (4715). However, Richard Barnes said neither Delphin Cubillo nor George Munggulu knew the name of Annie Duwun.

Before 1982 then, it is unlikely that Richard Barnes had any significant knowledge of Larrakia traditions or other Aboriginal matters. Although his uncle Delphin Cubillo had been involved in the Darwin Aboriginal movement to protect Gundal at Emery Point and to obtain land in Darwin, Richard Barnes said he had no knowledge of this activity at the time. He first became aware of it in about 1982 (4741-3, see also 4745).

he decision demonstrates the narrow focus of the NTA in accounting for of the impacts of the colonial process on Indigenous rights and interests, and its limited ability to recognise the dynamics of change that are encompassed by the term tradition (Scambary 2007:152 

Justice Gray handed down a positive recommendation in 2000, finding in favour of the six descendants of Tommy Lyons (Gray J 2000). The decision, though successful, was devastating for the approximately 1600 Larrakia people who were not recognised as primary traditional owners Scambary 2007:155.

Williamson, Douglas  1998 Evidence was presented from a number of people on behalf of Larrakia to demonstrate the exercise of traditional rights and interests in the acquisition area both in the past and currently. The principal evidence was from Bill Risk. In an affidavit affirmed 19 March 1998 Mr Risk refers to Wickham Point as part of Larrakia country, refers to traditional rights and responsibilities, and describes a range of activities in his lifetime such as obtaining fish, crabs, prawns, food and other materials, and hunting and camping. Other witnesses deposed to similar activities. Access to the mangroves is regarded as particularly important.
5.10.12 For the foregoing reasons, I am unable to find that the members of the Larrakia group have common spiritual affiliations to sites on the land claimed.5.9 Spiritual affiliations of members of the Belyuen group The spiritual affiliations possessed by the members of the Tommy Lyons group are held in common with the members of the Belyuen group. The members of the Belyuen group recognise the same dreamings with respect to the same sites.

.

Sutton (1998:109) While there are a few Larrakia families with no known upper generation links to the others, and one where only a minority view considers there to be such a link to others, a large proportion of the Larrakia fall into one or other of two large cognatic stocks. Sutton adds in a footnote: ‘It is very useful in land claims for such schematic overviews of blocs of descendants to be provided along with the detailed genealogies themselves, so that the internal structure of dominant groups, especially large ‘tribal’ ones, can be readily appreciated.

1998:111 Not all subgroups interact in the sense of being a society, with members of all other subgroups and some subgroups predominantly interact with families who are not Larrakia. For example, the Belyeun-based subset of the Danggalaba clan day-to-day social world is amongst non-Larrakia Wadjigiyn kin ‘rather than the Darwin-based subgroups of the wider Larrakia group’ (Sutton 1998:111, footnote 190).

Sutton (198:112) suggests four criteria for Larrakia membership. They are

· Descent from a former identifiable landowner of Larrakia land, in accordance with Aboriginal tradition;

· Self identification as a Larrakia person;

· Acceptance as a Larrakia person generally by undisputed Larrakia group members;

· Desire to be accepted as a claimant in the present [Kenbi] case...

Judging by the record of Larrakia ‘representative groups’ who have failed to incorporate families or individuals who satisfy the first and second criteria, the third requirement, of acceptance by group members is too vague and possibly restrictive. Also the third requirement is not appropriate outside the land claims process in that the controversy and ill-feeling amongst claimants and between the wider Darwin society generated by the Kenbi land claim and Larrakia native title claim was the reason that some undoubtedly Larrakia people declined being a part of either claim. For example, Josephine Rankin was recognised as a member of the Danggalaba clan but when asked if she wanted to be included in the claim, replied ‘I say better leave it’ (Brandl and Walsh 1983:152). Brandl et al (1979:29) state, ‘She states that she has no interest in the claim and the Secretary family accept that as her wish.’ Similarly Rachel (or Paula) Thompson stated that she had no interest in the Kenbi claim (Brandl et al 19799:29), in contrast to her children’s interest in Larrakia native title claims (Day 2010).

More generally, some Larrakia appear to have abdicated their traditional links to country, leaving questions as to whether such statements should apply to future generations, in the light of clear evidence of traditional ownership (see Brandl et al 1979:172). For example, in his findings on the Larrakia claim to Cox Peninsula, Justice Gray (2000: Para 6.3.1) comments:

In her evidence on 16 October 1995, Topsy Secretary made it clear that she considered that Raelene, Jason and Zoe Singh had primary responsibility for the land claimed. She said, in effect, that she had left the land claimed to Raelene, Jason and Zoe Singh, and had kept land on the Darwin side of the Darwin harbour for herself. 
In the same paragraph, Gray (2000) raises the question as to whether Topsy Secretary’s evidence that she had left the land claimed to members of the Singh family was to be taken as an abdication of responsibility’.
Sutton (1998:105) ‘It is very rare for a single surviving clan to succeed alone to the lands of a whole language group [this] would require the interests of the other clans of the same language group to have been effectively extinguished’.
Kulumbirikin (Graham 1997:3) 

Brandl and Walsh (1983:152) give examples of ‘Wadjiginy-speakers such as George Munggalu, Roy Madpulg and Johnny Biyanamurrg, and Kiuk men such as Norman Barral and Nipper Rankin’ who were identified ‘together with Bobby Secretary’ as ceremonial leaders with Larrakia titles. In contrast, Prince of Wales, the son of senior danggalaba clan leader, King George, went through a so-called ‘Wagaidj’ intiation and therefore has no responsibilities for ceremonies in his own clan [while maintaining his Larrakia identity) (Brandl and Walsh 1983:153).

Brandl and Walsh (1983:157) ‘Billy Belyuen, father’s father to traditional owner Kathy Minyinma, gave to George Munggalu the right and the responsibility to pass on knowledge to young men of the danggalaba clan. Given that no males with issue in the direct patrilineal line remain, men like Munggalu face critical decisions where secret-sacred information ... is concerned. Men from other clans – the Wadjiginy, Ami and Kiuk language groups in particular  - have been given this information to transmit and it has inevitably become interwoven with the rituals of their groups...

Following the Larrakia native title claim over Darwin in 1996 the Northern Land Council delivered a pamphlet to every Darwin household, entitled ‘How will a native title claim over Darwin affect me?’ (NLC, including 1996). Under the heading, ‘Larrakia and Development’, the pamphlet notes: ‘Larrakia people are not against development. Like any landowner, the Larrakia expect to be notified and compensated for any development on their land.’ The pamphlet comments on five contested sites including: Palmerston and where ‘a native title claim on the land for the new suburb of Rosebury and Bellamack was lodged in 1994;
 East Arm Port, where ‘The NT government did not properly notify the traditional owners under the NT Land Acquisition Act. In 1995 the Larrakia stated in good faith they would not obstruct the development pending a settlement offer from the NT Government. No offer has been tabled. According to the pamphlet, ‘In public areas, the Larrakia are proposing coexistence – Larrakia native title can coexist with the use and enjoyment of reserves, parks and beaches by the general public. Larrakia want to protect important sites and the environment, including our valuable mangroves.’ (see also Murdoch 2007; Loizou 

Walsh (1981:8) identifies the following traditional owners, members of a clan whose principal dreaming is the crocodile (danggalaba)

Bobby Secretary

Topsy Secretary

Gabriel Secretary

Prince of Wales

Olga Singh

Zoe Singh

Peter Mandang 

(see Brandl et al 1979:26)

(8)While these people are acknowledged as owners it is the Secretary family, especially Bobby Secretary, who are regarded as mainly being responsible for the Darwin area. Prince of Wales and Olga Singh have been seen as being principally responsible for the Cox Peninsula and off-shore islands. In discussions with the Belyuen Community about Larrakia land people have usually deferred to the Kalalak mob (the Secretary family).

(p.10) Foelsche (1881:15) mentions a Southport branch of the Larrakia ... Further he says “the Waggites live to the westward of Palmerston, across the harbour and extend to the Daly River, and perhaps beyond...’

(p.12) Basedow (1906:1) mentions a sub-division or clan, the Marri near the mouth of the Blackmore River and adds “the Larrakia further separate themselves into coastal and inland groups, Binnimiginda and Gunmajerrumba”.

(p.14) ‘Berndt (1947:50) gives Gunimilgin as the indigenous name for the Larrakia’.

Under the heading, ‘Ritual links of groups from Belyuen to Oenpelli’, Brandl (1983:20) notes: ‘In matters of social organisation it is clear by now that in broad terms the people between Dum-in-mirrie Island in the west and central Arnhem Land in the east belong to the same cultural grouping.’

At the Kulaluk meeting with Aboriginal Land Rights Commissioner Woodward on June 2, 1973, the names of Larrakia people were displayed on the wall of a hut at the camp;
 however, after his meeting with the elders, Tommy Lyons, Bobby Secretary and Captain Bishop, Woodward asked for a copy of a Larrakia genealogy, if one was available.
 As a result, Bill Day wrote to Justice Woodward on July 1, 1973 enclosing a genealogical diagram made with the assistance of Larrakia elder Topsy Secretary who was then living at Kulaluk.
 The letter commented: ‘In the light of this family tree it seems there are far more Larrakias than I realised’.
 Even if the Larrakia people in 1973 were limited to the 20 mentioned in the Cabinet papers or the 14 listed by Welfare Officers in 1972, the incomplete genealogical chart drawn up by Bill Day and Topsy Secretary in 1973 lists more than 100 descendants of those apical ancestors. Twenty-seven years later, when the Kenbi Land Claim Report was released in the year 2000, the number of Larrakia descendants had grown to over 1,600.

Brandl, M and E Tilley  1981 

Larrakia Development Corporation

Achievement Report 2008:12

To assist the Larrakia Development Corporation to keep on achieving its business goals, it seeks input from all the peak family groups which make up the Larrakia community. And while the Board is widely representative, it decided that an Advisory Committee was needed as a direct link to the collective wisdom and concerns of the families. The members of that Committee, and the families they represent are;

	Members
	Families they represent



	Phyllis Mitchell
	Fejo



	Alfie May
	Batcho



	Irene “Roxie” Musk
	Shepherd



	Mark Motlop
	McLennan/Johns



	Helen Secretary
	Secretary/Tommy Lyons



	Barbara Mills
	Raymond/Mills



	Michael Cubillo
	McKeddie/Cubillo



	Camille Damaso
	McLennan/Johns



	Cecil Lewis
	Fejo



	Kootji Raymond
	Raymond/Mills



	 Board Members who may sit on the Advisory 
	Committee

	Koolpinyah Barnes
	McKeddie/Cubillo



	Kelvin Costello
	Roman/Danks



	Nigel Browne
	Browne



	Barbara Tapsell
	Batcho




 (Larrakia Development Corporation Achievement Report 2008:29) Nigel is a Larrakia and Woolna man, a director of the Larrakia development Corporation and a Chair of the Advisory Committee. Nigel studied law at the Northern Territory University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 2001. During his studies Nigel became the inaugural recipient of the Office of the director of Public Prosecutions  (ODPP) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cadetship, which led to a position Articled Clerk. He is currently employed as a Darwin Prosecutor with the ODPP.

Today Nigel is a member of Norforce in the Australian defence Force Reserves, Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation and the Law Society of the Northern Territory. Nigel has held positions as the Larrakia people’s representative on the North Australian Legal Aid Service General Council, Treasurer of the North Australian Legal Aid Service Executive Council, and as a director on the North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency Board. He was a member of the 2002 Chief Minister’s youth Round table and the federal Government’s 2003 National Indigenous youth Leadership Group. Earlier this year, Nigel was appointed by the Chief Minister as a board member on the Australia Day Council (NT).

The Academic Brownes (p.10).

John Browne is the patriarch of a high-achieving Larrakia family living in Adelaide.

Mr Browne started his educational journey using boxing skills learned at the Darwin Police Boys Club to teach manners to schoolyard bullies. Almost five decades later, Mr Browne counts a Masters Degree in Conflict Resolution and Mediation among his other achievements, and is a Senior Academic Adviser with the David Unaipon College of Education and Research at the University of South Australia.

John Browne, born in 1949 to a Larrakia woman, Nancy Moo, who married war veteran Bill Browne, is the second oldest of 14 children, most of whom still live in the Top End, along with 40 nephews and nieces.

John’s role at the University of South Australia is responsiblilty for the welfare and academic guidance of 80 Indigenous students, and admissions of Indigenous applicants into UniSA.

John and his wife, Anna, have four daughters. All have tertiary education, or are working towards it. Vanessa is a highly-qualified psychiatric nurse at Adelaide’s Glenside Mental Hospital. Natalie has put her law degree to work as a defence lawyer in the Criminal Courts. Emily combines studies for a Commerce Degree with her job with the Indigenous Land Corporation, and the youngest, Sarah, holds a Certificate 3 in Health, and aims for a career in nursing commencing next year.

The Browne family found it increasingly difficult to cope with the needs of 14 children, and in 1963, young John took advantage of a scheme which saw him completing his secondary schooling in Adelaide at St Paul’s and then the prestigious boarding school, Rostrevor College where he became the first Indigenous student to captain the athletic team in 100 years.

John has published research papers on foster care and young offender programs, and a social workers’ guide comparing academic motivations for indigenous and non-Aboriginal secondary students. He is thrilled that his presence in the University of South Australia has been the catalyst for eight more indigenous Territorians to enrol next year.

John Browne says that while Larrakia such as himself have moved away from home for career and family reasons, they never forget extended family and friends, and their traditional country in the Top End.

Larrakia Development Corporation Pty Ltd Newsletter December 2009 Issue 27 (p.1) Florence Odegaard Devine- Senior Larrakia Elder Achieves 90 Years Of Age! 

I was born in 1919 on top of Bullocky point, where the Darwin High School is today. My birth certificate says I was born in the District of Palmerston, which is an early name for Darwin. My father was Olaf Odegaard a merchant seaman from Norway and my Mother was a Larrakia woman, Christina Odegaard (nee Cubillo). Dad worked for the Vesty’s Meat works, at Bullocky point, which was owned by Lord Vesty. When the company closed down, thousands of people were out of work including Dad who went to Wyndham to find work. I stayed in Darwin with my mother at Police Paddock now known as Stuart Park, at my Larrakia grand mother’s Lily McKeddie and her husband Antonio Cubillo’s house.

When I was around 15 years of age I was placed in St. Josephs convent by my father. I was told if I did not go, the Protector of Aborigines would put me in Kahlin Compound. Life was not easy at the Convent however, I did get an education and was given a job looking after a police officer’s family when I left the convent at 18 years of age. I did not see my father again until the 1941 war evacuation with my two children. We lived with him until my husband could join us, then we went from Wyndham out to a number of cattle stations to work, including Turkey Creek.

When the war was over and it was possible for me to return to Darwin I was very happy to make the journey home. I have had 10 children, 22 grand children, 24 great grand children and four great great grand children. All are very proud of their Larrakia Heritage and the older ones are making a valuable contribution to the community in many different ways.

Larrakia Development Corporation Pty Ltd Newsletter December 2009 Issue 27 (p.11) The LDC has appointed the first two Larrakia Development Corporation Rangers; Zoe Singh from the Tommy Lyons family and her partner Craig Woodie ... Under the leadership of the Corporation’s business arm Cox Peninsula Enterprises and its manager Steven Brown, Zoe and Craig commenced official duties late November. Their role is to act as the Corporation’s eyes and ears across the 800 km of the peninsula stretching to Bynoe, Dundee and the Bynoe Harbour islands. They have been supplied with a four-wheel drive vehicle, brandishing the Corporation’s logo to undertake their duties. 

“As a Traditional Owner I want to maintain the land, that's my role, to look after country,” Zoe said. “We are going to attempt to convince people to take their rubbish with them if they drink down here. We'll be asking people to show respect for the land.”

�	 Goodfellow (2007) suggests reasons why her friend Paula Thompson may have withdrawn from Larrakia land claims.


�	�� See ‘Living together in an age of native title’, The Australian Financial Review, 24 October 2002, p.17.


	‘Suburban land deal pays off for Larrakia’, NT News, October 4, 2002, and editorial ‘A way forward’, page 12.


�	�� A photograph of the hut and names appears in Cheryl Buchanan’s book (1974).


�	 See: Transcript of discussion Kulaluk Darwin, Northern Territory-02 June 1973. National Archives of Australia, Series A4257, 2 PART 8. A photograph of the hut and names painted on it appears in We have bugger all: the Kulaluk story by Cheryl Buchanan, AUS, 1974.


�	 See: Gwalwa Daraniki [Association] series of correspondence, National Archives of Australia, Series A4252, Control 33. The genealogical chart has been digitalised and can be viewed on the National Archives web site, pages 77-83.


�	 As above.





